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new milestones (and titles) in their roles at George Junior Republic in Indiana.

VETERAN STAFF PROMOTION 
SPOTLIGHTS 2019

VICE PRESIDENT OF GEORGE JUNIOR 
REPUBLIC IN INDIANA
Brandy Stark has been employed by 

over ten years.  Stark began her work 
as an independent living case manager 

program. With a bachelor’s degree in 
psychology, a master’s degree in social 
work, and a clinical social work license, 

she advanced to clinical supervisor, 

completed the IARCA (Indiana 

Leadership program through Butler 
University. She was then promoted to 
the director and helped in the expansion 

comprehensive, and group home 
program services.  During this time 
states Stark, “there were increasing 

continued on page 3

George Junior Republic Supervisors and Administrators (L-R) Shannon Smith, Daniel Vinson, Janna 
Mallay, Alisa Cox, Ginny Hardin, Brandy Stark, and Abby Herman.
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GEORGE JUNIOR 
REPUBLIC IN INDIANA 

THANKS DONORS
(APRIL 2018 – JANUARY 2019)

American Endowment Foundation

Mr. Caleb Blackerby,  
The Hanger Restaurant

Ms. Margie Bowman 

Ms. Deborah Carroll

Columbus Bowling Center

Ms. Heather Culver

Mr. Tim Emmert, Studio Shag

GOATS

Ms. Amy Grills

Mrs. Susie Hodnett

Kappa Kappa Kappa, Inc. 

Kroger

Family Center

Mr. Matt Ortega 

Ms. Leslie Padley

Precision Tool Service

Mr. John Raymer 
Lonestar Tool and Die Welding

Teresa Raymer Insurance Agency

Richardson Contracting, Inc. 

Southern Indiana Exchange Club 
Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Rex and Virginia Smith 

Stumler 

Thrivent Funds

Trinity Full Gospel

Mr. Shaun York

GRESSEL REPLACES LOSASSO AS CHIEF 
EXECUTIVE OFFICER

George Junior Republic’s 

to announce Nathan M. Gressel 

Losasso stayed on through 
February in order to support the 
transition.  

Mr. Gressel has spent ten years 
in leadership positions at Beacon 
Light Behavioral Health System 

including serving as the executive director.  During his tenure, 

Pennsylvania counties.  Under his leadership, Beacon Light’s 
service delivery system expanded to include Joint Commission 
accredited services.  In addition to serving as executive director 

and youth services committees and has led various strategic 
initiatives.

the organization,” states Gressel.

Inc., and through a partnership with the Colorado Boys Ranch.  

Republic in Indiana, George Junior Republic Realty, Preventative 

the parent company, George Junior Republic.



abuse training in order to help the 

MALLAY TO SERVE AS DIRECTOR 
OF OLDER YOUTH SERVICES AND 
ADDICTION
Janna Mallay has a master’s 
degree in social work and is a 
licensed clinical social worker.  
She began her tenure at George 

by providing independent living 
services at the Columbus group 
home. Due to her hard work 

to treatment team coordinator. 

position providing independent 

cognitive behavior therapy and 
promoted to clinical supervisor. 
In recent months, through the 

by George Junior Republic, Mallay 
obtained additional coursework 
and her (temporary) clinical 
addiction counselor license. 
Today, she is on track to receive 

additional specialization, she will 
be overseeing the organization’s 

as they become credentialed in 
addiction treatment. 

Mallay is passionate about 
older youth services (OYS) 
and addictions and combined 
programming to develop 
the group ‘WeCovery’ 
approximately one year ago. 
This teen group combined OYS 
and comprehensive clients by 

advice, and positive attitude. I 
still, to this day, tell everyone that 
she is the best supervisor I have 
ever had.” 

George Junior Republic in Indiana, 

Junior Republic in Indiana my 

the employees here grow both 

never imagined I would have the 
opportunity daily to work with 
such passionate and truly genuine 
people. I can very honestly say 

don’t make the most money in 

really tough but I know every day 

a tough world.” 

When asked what the plans are 

Indiana, she replied, “Currently 

and become credentialed in the 

approaches.  This will assist us in 

by substance abuse than ever 

care and substance abuse.”  Earlier 
this year, Stark was promoted to 

Republic in Indiana. “I am excited 
to serve as vice president and 
will continue to broaden my 

organizations and communities 

leadership inside George Junior 
Republic but is also a valued asset 
in larger statewide organizations 
and will be serving on the IARCA 

employees expressed how 
much they have appreciated 
Stark’s leadership over the 
years. One employee stated, 

employees at this agency.  She 

promotion.” Another employee 
who received extra supervision 

her social work licensure stated, 
“I really appreciate Brandy 

and answer questions. She 
is very understanding and 

based worker noted, “Brandy 

started at George Junior Republic 
in Indiana six years ago.  I was 

and very nervous about how 
to manage my time and how to 

schedule.  I would not still be here 
in this position had it not been 

continued on page 4



On February 21, Jackie Petrie 
celebrated her 25th anniversary 
working at GJR in Indiana. Over 
the past several years, Jackie has 
worked primarily as a home-
based case manager and visitation 
supervisor.  As an involved 
member of the community she 
serves, she maintains connections 
with law enforcement, legal staff, 

S TAFF MEMBER CELEBR ATE S  25 Y E AR S 
SERV ING INDIANA YO UTH

Congratulations Jackie on 25 years
 of dedicated service.

providing them with substance 
abuse prevention programming in 

Janna was promoted to director 

addictions. With her new role, she 
will also provide clinical oversight 

team in the older youth services 
program. Regarding her new 
role at George Junior Republic, 
Janna, relayed “I have gathered 
amazing learning experiences 

positions. In my opinion, George 
Junior Republic in Indiana has 
the best employees who I have 

colleague, and supervisor through 
the years. I am honored to move 
into this new position and am 
very excited about the possibilities 

to help my team members 
continue to make amazing 

COX PROMOTED TO CLINICAL 
SUPERVISOR 

as an OYS case manager, 

a master’s degree in social 
work and transitioned to the 

earning her clinical license 
in social work (LCSW), she 

clinical team lead. Alisa has 
extensive experience in the 

equine therapy, substance 

therapy.  Alisa was recently 
promoted to clinical supervisor and 

Scott, Clark, 
Harrison, Washington, Floyd, 
Ripley, Dearborn, Decatur, Ohio, 
Jefferson and Switzerland counties. 
“My time at George Junior Republic 
in Indiana has been rewarding,” 
states Cox.  “The organization has 
provided me with opportunity to 

my expertise with a diverse group 

and other community advocates 
to collaborate and ensure 
community safety. What makes 
Jackie an outstanding employee 
is her deep compassion for those 
in need, dedication to excellence, 
passion for her work, and 
willingness to sacrifice personal 
time to ensure she is meeting the 
needs of others. 



Participants in the George 
Junior Republic in Indiana 

Older Youth program enjoyed a 
wonderful holiday party in De-
cember.  Ranging in age from 16 

– 20 years old, youth represented 
the counties of Bartholomew, 
Brown, Clark, Decatur, Dearborn, 
Floyd, Greene, Harrison, Jack-
son, Jefferson, Jennings, Johnson, 
Lawrence, Monroe, Ohio, Owen, 
Ripley, Scott, Shelby, Switzerland, 
and Washington.  Each of the 
80 youth-attendees received a 
Christmas gift given through the 
generosity of donors.  Although 

DONORS BRING HOLIDAY HAPPINESS TO OLDER YOUTH
an additional 140 youth were un-
able to attend the party, they also 
received a Christmas gift.  For 
many, this was the first time they 
had the opportunity to celebrate 
the holiday with other youth in 
similar situations.  

The Older Youth program pro-
vides skills to youth aging out of 
foster care. Older youth in this 
program do not have homes 
to return to and George Ju-
nior Republic in Indiana works 
with these youth to teach them 
self-sufficiency skills in order to 

lead them into successful adult-
hood.   In 2018, George Junior 
Republic in Indiana served 800 
youth and families. 

On behalf of George Junior Re-
public in Indiana and the youth 
entrusted in our care, we would 
like to extend a special thank you 
to all the charitable donors in 
Indiana.  Your generous donation 
and/or support afforded us the 
opportunity to provide Indiana 
older youth with a wonderful 
Christmas party filled with joy 
and cheer.  

(L-R) Former Older Youth Services youth participant Maeve Scott, Department of Child Services 
Director Terry Stigdon, and the Vice President of George Junior Republic in Indiana Brandy Stark.



Relationships serve as a 

can be underestimated as the 

For Dock Henry, when he was 

that it was the relationship with 
his George Junior Republic 
in Indiana case manager 
Jackie Petrie, that made all the 

look at addicts as bad people. 
When you see people as human 
beings, that is what changes 
people. Jackie never gave up 
on me. She showed me a path 
I did not think was possible 

and she made certain my rights 

Services (DCS). For this, I owe 

Dock and his two children 

two years. One year ago, his 

services provided by his case 
manager ended. Since that 
time, Dock has been able to 
maintain positive changes 

addiction and recovery coach 
through the Home with Hope 

addition, he also celebrated 

past year including getting 
married and doubling his 
recovery coaching caseload to 

He attributes his ongoing 
success to developing an 
empowered mindset. At the 

choice to get high or not. For 
me to change, I had to realize 
that DCS did not take my 
kids. I gave them up because 
I wanted to get high. The 

was very high in me.” During 
his recovery period, he 

THE POWER OF RELATIONSHIPS

Doc Henry enjoys time with his wife and children.



but with his commitment to a 

to handle the loss without using 
drugs.  This was a big deal. 
During this period, he began 
to realize he was not alone in 

realized there is hope.  These, 
as described by Dock, were 
two pivotal concepts to lasting 
change. 

As he began to manage his 

weekly Narcotics Anonymous 
meetings, working with and 

graduate and get their children 
back, and working to develop 
a healthy relationship with his 

with homework and attending 
events like daddy/daughter 

positive events, he was able to 
stay on the right track. “I don’t 
enter the devil’s playground,” 
Dock stated.  “I realized my 
addiction does not need to 

love. I understand others now. I 

too.” 

Although he continues to deal 
with some residual issues with 
his children, they are much 
happier today and tell him 
so. Dock understands their 

them becoming addicted.  “I 
must continue educating them 
about how horrible and real 

addiction is while protecting 
their childhood.  He takes this 
role very seriously. “I don’t 

children through the experience 

Understanding drug addiction 
is now communicated on 

crisis.  He wants to serve as 
an advocate and teach others 
how to turn their lives around.  
He also wants to show those 

know resources are available. 
“There is hope and help out 

Vice President Brandy Stark is proud to serve as a member of the IARCA Board of Directors.



GEORGE JUNIOR REPUBLIC IN INDIANA 
thanks our newest donors 

THRIVENT FINANCIAL.

REMEMBER TO SELECT 
GEORGE JUNIOR REPUBLIC IN INDIANA 
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